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Sen. Chair Coleman, Rep. Chair Tong, and Respected Members of the 

Judiciary Committee, 

 My name is Jack Kealey and I am an 11 year old citizen lobbyist 

living in Connecticut. I speak today in heavy support of HB 6187 which 

gives animals a voice in court proceedings.  

 I like to call this bill a life saver in many ways. This is a major topic 

of concern for me because facts show that animal abusers are found 

guilty a small percentage of the time, and many animal abuse cases are 

nolled. We need to show that we care about these poor, defenseless 

creatures by passing this bill. 

 This bill would appoint an advocate to the animal’s side of the 

argument in court cases. An OLR research study showed that of the 

cases presented 51% were nolled, 33% were dismissed, and only 16% 

were found guilty. These numbers say a lot in themselves, showing that 

current laws don’t provide enough care for animals. 

 Another reason why I support this bill is for human’s sake. A 

number of convicted murderers had abused animals before doing this 

criminal act, according to many studies. It also occurs within kids; one 

boy was arrested for a school shooting, after which he abused and 

killed his dog. I am so worried about any acts of crime to animals 

leading to humans. The one life-saving tool is this bill. We may make 

the state a little safer by enacting this bill. 



 I sometimes listen to cases of people abusing animals and wonder 

why. Who would be so cruel as to take pride in removing the life of 

something that has never harmed them? It makes me feel like if these 

people take pride in destroying tiny beings, smaller than themselves, 

there’s no wonder what they’ll take pride in killing next: humans. This 

makes me so worried. Please support this bill for the good of the 

animals and the people. 

 Thank you for reading my testimony. Please support HB 6187 and 

make this world a little bit safer. 

Thank you, 

Jack Kealey 


